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CHRISTMM 

DECEMBER 25 


No one to go 
hungry on 
Christmas Day 


VICTORIA GRAY 

InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE — For some 
people Christmas can feel like a 
lonely time, but in Niagara it 


VICTORIA GRAY Staff Photo 
Jack O'Neil, president of the Port 
Colborne Social Recreation Centre 
for Senior Citizens, Friends Over 55, 
wants everyone in the community 
to know they are welcome to 
attend the 15th annual Community 
Christmas Dinner on Christmas 
Day at Port Colborne High School. 


doesn’t have to. 

Jack O’Neil, president of the Port 
Colborne Social Recreation Centre 
for Senior Citizens, Friends Over 
55, and a member of the Niagara 
Gatekeepers, believes Christmas 
is a time when the suicide rate of 
seniors doubles. 

“Hiey can feel like nobody cares,” 
he said. “When there’s nobody to 
visit them they think, 'Who cares?’ 
So we say, ‘These people are 
important to us. Come on and have 
Christmas Day with us, or we’ll 
come make it Christmas Day for 

see DINNER | page 2 
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B DINNER 


‘The community is worth it’ 


FROM PAGE 1 

O'Neil, Larry Olm and 
many volunteers invite Port 
Colborne and surround¬ 
ing communities to their 
15th annual Community 
Christmas Dinner on Dec. 
25 in the Port Colborne High 
School cafeteria. 

Mayor Vance Badawey, 


members of the Port 
Colborne fire department 
and many dedicated volun¬ 
teers will serve Christmas 
dinner with all the trim¬ 
mings. Doors open at 12:30 
p.m., dinner is served at 1 
p.m. and families, friends, 
seniors and any one else who 
wants to Join in is welcome 


to stay until they’ve had their 
fill. 

“We also delivered 38 
meals last year to those who 
couldn’t make it out,” O’Neil 

“And the police — these 
guys work 12-hour shifts to 
keep our town safe, so we 
want them to have a nice 


hot Christmas dinner, so we 
bring it to the station.” 

Gifts will also be given out. 

O’Neil said organizers go 
big and do the meal right. 
When they deliver a meal, 
there’s usually enough for 
leftovers. 

“Nobody goes home 
hungry, we won’t let them,” 


he said. 

Free transportation to the 
meal is available from Port 
Taxi. 

Donations from the com¬ 
munity, businesses and local 
service clubs make it possi¬ 
ble to offer up to 300 people 
a quality meal with what 
O’Neil calls “an extended 


“The community is worth 
it. They give back to us. This 
is why we feel that they all 
deserve to have something 
nice on Christmas day 
because its a great city," he 

vgray@wellandtribu.ne. ca 


■ DIGNITY FOR ALL: Petition supports Bill C-233 

Poverty 
costs us all 


Over the last 30 years, even when the 
economy has been at it best, we still had 10% 
of the population living in poverty. With the recent 
recession, the numbers are higher than that.” 

Lori Kleinsmith, health promoter at Bridges Community Health Centre 


DAVEJOHNSON 

InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE - 
Poverty costs all of us. 

“Whether it’s poor health, 
crime, a loss of productiv¬ 
ity, any number of things ... 
it costs us dearly," says Lori 
Kleinsmith, health promoter 
at Bridges Community 
Health Centre. 

"Politicians may say pov¬ 
erty is not on the radar. 
They say constituents are 
too worried about jobs and 
the economy; those are valid 
things, but most people 
don’t recognize what pov¬ 
erty costs us.” 

Kleinsmith says many 
clients of the health centre 
have lived in poverty condi¬ 
tions and Bridges staff have 
seen what it’s done to them. 

“More needs to be done. 
Advocacy is part of what 
we do and we’re trying to 
mobilize people around this 

Kleinsmith says that’s why 
Bridges is piggybacking on 
a Dignity for All’s campaign 
to draw more attention to 
poverty and get support 
for Bill C-233. The private 
member’s bill calls for the 
elimination of poverty in 
Canada. 

It’s the second time 
the bill has been before 
Parliament; a version died 
last year in the House of 


Commons. 

“Since then, the Senate 
has come out with a report 
and the National Council 
of Welfare came out with a 
report called The Dollars 
and Sense of Solving 
Poverty. That report lays out 
an economic rationale for 
eliminating poverty and it 
has the evidence behind it.” 

Kleinsmith says an eco¬ 
nomic argument for elimi¬ 
nating poverty is something 
that can be brought before 
all levels of government in 
Canada. 

“Over the last 30 years, 
even when the economy has 
been at it best, we still had 
10% of the population living 
in poverty. With the recent 
recession, the numbers are 
higher than that." 

And while many people 
think of those living in 
poverty as people who are 
homeless or on welfare, 
one in three people living 
in poverty have jobs and an 
education. 

“Living in poverty has 
nothing to do with having a 
job or education. Poverty is 
a complex issue and action 
needs to be taken on all 

Though various levels 
of government put money 
toward reducing pov¬ 
erty, it’s not enough. Most 
of the approaches taken, 
Kleinsmith says, are Band- 


Aid solutions. 

“They never really go far 
enough for true change to 
happen.” 

What needs to happen, 
she adds, is an investment 
approach. 

“We either pay now or pay 


With Canada not having 
a federal poverty reduction 
strategy, there is a real need 
for collaboration between 
the provinces and federal 
government, she says. 

“It’s too big of an issue for 
anyone to take on on their 
own. There is a role to be 


played at all levels when 
it comes to reducing and 
addressing poverty.” 

Even at the local level, 
policies, like an increase in 
taxes, can affect people who 
are living in poverty. 

Kleinsmith says if there 
was an overarching national 
poverty reduction policy, it 
could set goals and time¬ 
lines and keep track of prog¬ 
ress being made. 

"Politicians need to hear 
from constituents that pov¬ 
erty is an issue and some¬ 
thing needs to be done,” she 


Kleinsmith has shared 
the petition with a number 
of her contacts and hopes 
others can do the same. 

Bridges has a copy of it 
online — www.bridgeschc. 
ca— that can be printed. 
The petitions, with a mini¬ 
mum 25 signatures, can be 
taken to local MP offices or 
dropped off at Bridges in 
Port Colborne at 177 King 
St. For more information 
on Dignity for All, see www. 
dignityforall.ca.To see the 
National Council of Welfare’s 
report, check www.ncw. 
gc.ca/1.3bd.2t.lils@-eng. 



DAVE JOHNSON Staff Photo 

Bridges Community Health Centre health promoter Lori Kleinsmith holds up a petition from Dignity for All calling for the 
elimination of poverty in Canada. 
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portraits 


Board 

meetings at 
Holloway Bay 




DAVE JOHNSON Staff Photos 

A surfer cuts through a wave at Holloway Bay on Dec. 16. Despite the rain and chilly waters, several surfers took to the 
waters off of Port Colborne to take advantage of the waves. Lake Erie has drawn surfers since the 1960s and on this 
day, there were surfers from California and South America in the water. 



DAVE JOHNSON Staff Photos 

A surfer flies off his board after a successful ride at Holloway Bay on Dec. 15. 
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■ourview 

Poverty costs all of us 

W ith Christmas just two days away, there will be 
many families that go without gifts this year 
because they simply don’t have enough money. 

What's even more troubling is that some of these families 
may go without food over the holiday. 

Far too many people in Niagara, Ontario and Canada 
live in poverty and can’t afford gifts for their children or, 
in some cases, food. They have to make a choice between 
eating or paying the rent. 

While there are many groups out there that help others 
get by this time of year, once the holiday season is over, the 
people living in poverty are still living in poverty. And that 
can’t be forgotten. 

Bridges Community Health Centre wants to see poverty 
eradicated and that’s why it’s thrown its support behind Bill 
C-233. 

The private member's bill calls for the elimination of 
poverty in Canada. It’s the second time the bill has been 
before Parliament; a version died last year in the House of 
Commons. 

Since that time, Lori Kleinsmith, health promoter at 
Bridges, said the Senate has come out with a report on 
poverty and the National Council of Welfare came out with 
a report called The Dollars and Sense of Solving Poverty. 
That report lays out an economic rationale for eliminating 
poverty and it has the evidence behind it. 

An economic argument for eliminating poverty is 
something that can be brought before all levels of 
government in Canada. 

“Politicians may say poverty is not on the radar. They say 
constituents are too worried about jobs and the economy; 
those are valid things, but most people don't recognize 
what poverty costs us." 

Poverty can cause poor health, crime and a loss of 
productivity. 

All things that affect every Canadian whether they think 
it does or not. An increase in poor health can mean longer 
wait times in hospitals and increased costs in the health 
care system. Poor health can lead a person to miss work, 
which costs employers, and in turn can cause a loss of 
productivity as well. 

Though various levels of government put money toward 
reducing poverty, it's not enough. Most of the approaches 
taken, Kleinsmith said, are Band-Aid solutions. 

“They never really go far enough for true change to 
happen.” 

What needs to happen, she adds, is an investment 
approach. 

“We either pay now or pay later.” 


■ I’VE BEEN THINKING 

The countdown is over 


REV. THOMAS P. ARTH 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

I he countdown is over. Forme 
A there’s only one more sleep until 
the day when I’ll preside at maybe the 
most anticipated worship services of the 
year. Most kids have two more sleeps 
until Christmas morning so tomorrow 
they’ll just be bouncing off the wails with 


The build up toward this coming 
weekend has been gradual but steady 
in my life, home, and family. Back in 
November we found some radio stations 
playing Christmas music, every day, all 
day. Some people think it’s too soon and 
too much. Well, that’s fine, everyone’s 
entided to their opinion. But I love the 
Christmas music. And it only gets played 
for a short time. It just wouldn’t seem 
right in May or July or September but 
if you can stretch it out by starting in 
November and playing it into the first few 
weeks of January, I’m alright with that. 

Our house was decorated inside and 
out, top to bottom, by the First Sunday of 
Advent, Nov. 27. The tree doesn’t go up 
that soon. We go out and cut a tree about 
a week before Christmas. That way it’ll 
last until January 6. But the decorations 
create an atmosphere and help bring out 
a spirit through the whole month. 

We also start watching our dozens of 


Christmas movies, most now on DVD 
but a few still on VHS. It probably takes 
over a month to see them all. Bing Crosby 
and Tim Allen are definitely a part of our 
viewing, as well as cartoon favourites like 
Rudolph and the Little Drummer Boy. 

So far I haven’t said anything about the 
“real" meaning of Christmas in all of this 
build up and preparation. Well, my whole 
life long the church has been a part of my 
Christmas. Celebrations and programs at 
the church have always filled the month 
leading up to Christmas. 

As a child we’d get plenty of practice for 
the Sunday School Pageant As a teenager 
I joined the choir and we’d begin weeks 
ahead of time to rehearse the music for 
the Christmas services. Our church youth 
group would go out one evening before 
Christmas to sing carols for some of our 
shut-in members. 

And certainly one of the highlights 
of every Christmas was always the 
Christmas Eve worship service. The 
church was always fuller than on any 
other day of the year. People who may 
not have come any other time of the year, 
or just came infrequently, or came home 
from out of town to spend Christmas 
with family, they’d come to church 
on Christmas Eve. It just wouldn’t be 
Christmas without it. 

At the Christmas Eve service you get 
to hear the familiar old story, the one 
with the angels and the shepherds in the 


fields. “Glory to God in the highest!” And 
of course baby Jesus bedded down in a 
manger, an animal feed trough, because 
they couldn't find any other lodging in 
the crowded town that night And you 
sing, those beautiful favourite old carols, 
always ending with Silent Night as the 
lights are dimmed. 

Things haven’t changed all that much, 
at least not in my church, and I’d guess 
not in others either. The crowds may be 
smaller, but all that means is that you 
won't have to stand through the whole 
service because you came at the last 
minute and all the seats were taken. The 
story is the same. Most of the carols are 
probably familiar. Silent Night hasn’t 
changed except in the new hymn book 
the toy's have been changed to your’s but 
nobody will mind if you sing it toe old 

Treat yourself this Christmas. Go to 
church. If you went to a church in years 
gone by but you don’t go anymore, go 
back this Christmas. If you didn't grow 
up around here so your church isn’t here, 
find a church of toe “brand” you once 
knew and go there. If you’ve never been to 
a church but maybe you’re curious about 
toe one in your neighbourhood, or toe 
one near your place of work, or one you 
walk or drive past when you’re out and 
about, go check it out this Christmas. 

see I'VE BEEN THINKING | page 5 


■readers'views 

CANWEAFaiiy Tales 

Re: Letter from Chris Forrest - In Port 
16 Dec 2011-12-16 

Mr. Forrest claims to be a part of 
toe wind energy 'industry’? I think he 
exaggerates as he is only a spokesman 
for CANWEA, a trade association for toe 
‘industry,’ whose only role in life is to 
promote industrial wind turbines and 
at toe same time ignore any evidence 
to suggest there are negative impacts 
associated with communities forced to 
live in close proximity to them. 

There is a report tided Renewable 
Energy Matters - Campaign Outline, dated 
Oct 19,2010. It was written by a firm of 
consultants to specifically plan a campaign 
to sell industrial wind projects to toe 
Canadian public in toe run up to this year’s 
provincial election. CANWEA (wind) and 
CANSIA (solar) were both identified as 
agencies to be a part of this campaign. 

Two quotes from page one of this report; 


1. '...Support toe broader government 
plan for sustainable contracting for wind 
and solar through toe FIT Program...' 

2. 'In this, it will be critical to 'confuse' 
toe issue in toe political/public/media 
away from just price to include key value 
attributes such as jobs, clean air, farm 
income etc...' 

So, I have a few questions for Mr 

i) Does CANWEA support Ontario’s 
new energy minister's recent promise 
to plan on reducing toe costs to Ontario 
taxpayers by reducing toe FIT subsidies 
for wind and solar energy? 

ii) Will CANWEA confirm toe exact 
number of ‘green jobs’ in Ontario 
produced directly by toe wind and solar 
industries and will he also confirm just 
how many are long term and sustainable 
jobs? 

iii) Will CANWEA confirm how much 
green energy worldwide has contributed 
to toe reduction in worldwide carbon 


emissions in toe past five years? 

iv) Within Niagara and its surrounds, 
where a huge industrial wind project 
is being planned, how many registered 
farmers are there and how many of them 
will benefit from contracts with toe two 
industrial wind energy companies offering 
contracts? 

If Mr. Forrest and CANWEA still 
refuse to accept mounting evidence 
that industrial wind turbines can cause 
negative health effects to some living 
in close proximity, even after they 
themselves admitted so only recently, 
and if they can just ignore toe provincial 
governments recent confession that 
they had lied and in fact had received 
hundreds of complaints from those living 
close to industrial wind turbines, then I 
offer toe above questions as fairly simple 
and straightforward and deserving of 
answers from CANWEA. 

Andrew Watts 
Wainfleet 


GENERAL NOTICE: The contents of this newspaper are protected by copyright and may be used only for personal, non-commercial 
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■ I’VE BEEN THINKING ■ COLUMN 


SnListen Orphan Annie comes alive 




» T whites' 


Port Colborne 


NOTICE TO CITIZENS 
APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS 
AND COMMITTEES 


to sermons 


FROM PAGE 4 

I can pretty much guarantee you 
that every church in town will be 
worshiping either on Christmas Eve 
or on Christmas Day or both. Check 
their sign ortheir website or give them 
a call to find out when their Christmas 
services are taking place. A gracious 
welcome is the order of the day. After 
ail, that’s what God has already done for 
us through his Son Jesus Christ 

And I’m pretty sure the preachers are 
going to try pretty hard to make their 
sermons particularly good ones. They 
know there are probably going to be 
more people listening than usual. Do 
yourself a favour. Listen. The news is 
good. It has been ever since the angels 
first told it to the shepherds. 

“I bring you good news of great joy 
for all the people: to you is bom this day 
in the city of David a Saviout who is the 
Messiah, the Lord. Ibis will be a sign 
for you: you will find a child wrapped 
in bands of doth and lying in a manger 1 
And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God 
in the highest heaven, and on earth 


LINDSAY COSTELLO InPort News Photo 
Maggie Desmarais, who plays Molly, 
and Bethany Ricker, who plays 
Annie, rehearse a scene from the 
Port Colborne Operatic Society's 
newest musical, Annie, on Sunday 
as the group prepares for its 
February debut. 
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Cast fine-tuning act for Feb. 18 debut 


FROM PAGE 5 

The cast and crew, consisting 
of about 80 individuals, have 
begun rehearsing twice a week in 
anticipation of show time. With 


the final production at about three 
hours, they have been putting 
upwards of eight hours per week 
into rehearsals. 

The seven-month commitment 


has made for a fun winter hobby for 
the group. 

Fifteen-year old Bethany 
Ricker plays the tide role and is 
accompanied by Bill Marshall 


PORTAL VILLAGE 

Killaly St. W. & Steele St T>T A '"W A 
PORT COLBORNE -IT J 
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II New 
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as Bert Healy, Shane Snider as 
President Rossevelt, Deb Albrecht 
as Grace, Jamie Mowat as Daddy 
Warbucks, Melanie Hines-LaPlante 
as Miss Hannigan, Melinda Fetz as 
Lily, Tim Barnai as Drake and Barry 
Snider as Rooster. 

Performers of all ages make 
up the group of orphans, chorus 
members, dancers and extras 
needed to bring the musical to 
life. There are also many helping 
hands behind the scenes working 
with costumes, makeup, props and 
organization to ensure the show 
goes off without a hitch. 

Stage director Anne Converset, 
who shares the job with her 
husband Phil, said many cast and 
crewm embers work double duty 
and volunteer in several aspects of 
the production. 

She said that although putting 
together a large-scale production 
can be challenging, the team 
has collaborated efficiently and 
everything is running smoothly as 

"We have such good people as 
heads of department,” she said. “It’s 
like a well-oiled machine.” 

Annie features a wide variety 
of talents as the family-oriented 
musical brings together young 
children and seasoned adults, a 
concept that Converset said makes 
the production more fun. 

Although the cast is set to take 
the stage soon, there is also much 
to be done backstage before the 
curtain rises. 

The Annie production features 
about eight different sets, including 


gf ************* 

\ To all our customers ^ 

* we want to extend our \ 

* heartfelt thanks for I 


one that features New York’s 
Brooklyn Bridge. 

“His creativity is just fantastic,” 
said Phil Converset of set designer 
Jim Crafford who is behind the new 
creations. 

Sets will be brought in to the 
auditorium next month as well 
as the orchestra providing the 
soundtrack, adding new layers to 
the rehearsal process. 

“Each step requires the cast to 
adapt to something new,” said 
Phil Converset, adding the piece- 
by-piece process means change 
happens in small doses as the cast 
leads up to the big day. 

With the entire show blocked, 
it is now just a matter of tweaking 
scenes and making the adjustments 
that will complete the package. 

Anne Converset said she is 
excited to see the group’s work play 
out in front of a crowd. 

“We can't wait to put it on for our 
audience,” she said. 

Having been a part of the 
community since 1945, the Port 
Colbome Operatic Society brings 
together talent from across 
the region as it works to bring 
Broadway to the lakeside city each 

The Port Colbome Operatic 
Society’s production of Annie will 
make its debut on Feb. 18 at the 
Lakeshore Catholic High School 
auditorium and will return to the 
stage on Feb. 19,25 and 26, and 
March 2,3, and 4 with both matinee 
and evening performances. 

Tickets are $20 each and are 
available through the Showboat 
Festival Theatre Box Office at 296 
Fielden Ave. Stop by between 9 
a.m. and 3:30 p.m. from Monday to 
Friday to pick up a ticket or order 
by phone by calling 905-834-0833 
or 1-888-870-8181. 


ij. continuing to trust us 
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- family pets. 


‘Wishing all a happy % 
holiday season. ” jt 

Health & Prosperity ^ 
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Let the season begin... 


ftnnual Christmas Open Ijouse 

at Boggio Pharmacy 

Friday, December 2, 2011 
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Refreshments & Goodies will be served 

20% Discount 


200 Catharine St, Port Colborne 
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■ RATHFON RD.: Area home to wetland and forest 

Jericho House looking to expand natural areas 


WAINFLEET - Jericho 
House is surrounded by 
Carolinian forest and wet¬ 
lands and Brother Bill 
Carrothers and Sister 
Jacquie Keefe want to bring 
those natural features a bit 
closer to the Rathfon Rd. 

The two, along with John 
Dekker, a former Niagara 
Catholic District School 
Board trustee, made a 
presentation to Wainfleet 
council to ask for relief from 
property standard bylaws to 
allow for the naturalization 
of the property. 

“We want to harmonize 
the building, the property 
and the programs,” said 
Carrothers. 

He said there are many 
benefits to natural sur¬ 
roundings being close to the 


centre, which opened this 
year. Using natural plants 
and grasses, along with 



around the 

area, he added. 

The centre worked with 
the Niagara Peninsula 
Conservation Authority 
(NPCA) to site the building 
when it was constructed. 
It’s original location would 
have been Just up the road 
from where it is now, but 
that area is part a Carolinian 
forest and wetlands. 



donated trees and shrubs 
that have been planted. 

With the centre set to host 
an envirothon in 2012, for 
young people to talk about 
environmental concerns, the 
three told council it was a 
good time to approach with 
their request. 


promote the diversity that 
Niagara has to offer when it 
comes to the land. 

“It promotes native plants, 
which are low maintenance 
and very aesthetically 
pleasing.” 

Some of the plants, she 
said, will be ones that attract 


butterflies and bees, in the 
hopes of seeing those spe¬ 
cies increase. 

Dekker said in the past 
year, land around the build¬ 
ing has been built up with 
topsoil, bushes, trees, grass 
and plants. Oak trees and 
native shrubs have already 
gone in and plants were 
added near the front to act 
as a windbreak. 

He said Jericho House 
would consult with the 
NPCA as each area around 
the site is planted. 

“It will provide a lovely 
setting,” he said. 

Aid. David Wyatt 
applauded Jericho House 
for having the vision to take 
a look at the landscape and 
make the building fit in the 
natural surrounding. 

He asked if the three had 
landscape drawings council 
could look at to see what the 
property will look like. 


Dekker said the plans 
were to be developed over 
the winter. 

Aid. Richard Dykstra 
asked if there were anything 
in the property standards 
bylaw that dealt with natu¬ 
ralization of properties. 

John Boerema, Wainfleet’s 
new bylaw enforcement offi¬ 
cer and chief building offi¬ 
cial, said there’s nothing in 
the bylaws now that recog¬ 
nize natural areas. 

“That could be addressed 
and changed, but there 
should be some controls in 
place in order for people to 
do it," he said. 

Boerema said he’d pre¬ 
pare a report on naturaliza¬ 
tion and criteria that would 
have to be met to allow for 
it on any property in the 
township. 
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■inPortbriefs 

ILLEGAL DUMPING 

WAINFLEET-Leaf and grass 
clippings dumped into Mill Race 
Creek could create future problems 
downstream, said Aid. Richard 
Dykstra. 

Dykstra made the comments at 
the last council meeting after talking 
about an e-mail he and council 
received from concerned residents on 
Millrace Rd„ which runs south off of 
Forks Rd. near Chambers Corners. 


The residents said there are a few 
people who dump their grass into the 
creek when they are cutting alongside 
it. The residents didn't want to see the 
creek become stagnant and a home 
for mosquitoes. 

“Can we put up some sort of 
signage to deter people from 
dumping?" Dykstra asked. 

He also requested a letter be sent 
out to people in the area informing 
them that dumping is illegal. 


Debris in the 
creek could flow 
into the junction 
where Mill Race 
Creek meets Big 
Forks Creek and 
cause a problem, 
the alderman 

John Boerema, 
the township's new 
bylaw enforcement officer, said a joint 



Dykstra 
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letter could be sent from his office 
and the drainage superintendent's 

Council approved Dykstra's motion 
to send a letter out. 

NEW FIRE TRUCK 

WAINFLEET - Township firefighters 
have a new pumper truck that should 
soon be in service, fire Chief Tim Bunz 

“We had to replace a 25-year- 
old pumper truck. To be fiscally- 
responsible, we bought a used 
pumper truck," Bunz said. 

The pumper truck came out of the 
Pacific Northwest area of the U.S. and 
was purchased through a company 
in Alabama that deals in used fire 
vehicles, the chief said. 

The truck cost the township around 
$110,000 and came with a warranty 
on it. It should last the fire service up 
to 14 years. It's currently waiting a 
few minor changes to 'Canadianize' it, 
Bunz said. 

It's a slightly smaller pumper truck, 
but the chief said that it offer greater 
mobility when travelling down some 
of the smaller roads, especially the 
dead end roads. It should be stationed 
in Burnaby, at the corner of Lakeshore 
and Belleview Beach Rds. 

Council approved a motion by Aid. 
David Wyatt to put the old pumper 
truck up on an online government 
auction site in the hopes of getting a 
good price for it. 

INVITE TO MPP 

WAINFLEET - Council is sending 
an invite to MPP Cindy Forster to 
attend its next meeting in the new 
year. 

Aid. Ted Hessels made the motion, 
which passed, on Tuesday, Dec. 13. 

“She can fill us in on what she 
wants to do out here... tell us what 
she’ll do for us," he said. 


Forster actually asked the township 
if she could set up a satellite office 
in the library so she could meet with 
constituents when 
she's in the area. 

Aid. David 
Wyatt, a member 
of the library 
board, said 
the board has 


Hessels 


talk about again 
this past week. 

Wyatt said the 
board was trying 

to figure out where they could put 
Forster and whether there would be a 
cost to her. 

Wainfleet council was recently very 
critical of Forster over her position on 
the Local Municipality Democracy Act, 
which would have given municipalities 
decision making powers on green 
energy projects. 

Council’s next meeting is Tuesday, 
Jan. 10,2012. 

SENIORS HOME SUGGESTED 

WAINFLEET-Mayor April Jeffs 
has put a bug in the ear of Niagara 
Region chair Gary 


regional staff 
about a long-term 
care home for the 
township. 

Council heard 
Jeffs recently 
mentioned the 
idea to the chair. 

Wainfleet does 
not have any 
regionally-run 

long-term care facilities. Residents 
from the township could be in any 
number of homes across Niagara, 
including Northland Pointe in Port 
Colborne. 


ranrTAAA /a iT^nc^rTArTAnnrAnTP 
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■ POLICING: Symonds honoured for 34 years of service 



MARYANNE FIRTH Staff Photo 

Supt. Brent Symonds, a 34-year veteran with Niagara Regional Police, was 
honoured by Port Colborne city council Monday night for his many years of 
service. In honour of his recent retirement, Symonds was presented with a 
plaque from the city by Mayor Vance Badawey. 
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■ GAS PAINS: Councillor claims Port Colborne residents getting gouged at the pumps 



Pumped up 
about prices 


MARYANNE FIRTH 

InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE - Bill 
Steele is tired of getting 
gouged at the pumps. 

The Ward 1 Port Colborne 
councillor would like to see 
something done about the 
cost of gas in Port Colborne, 
which he feels is often 
higher than in surrounding 
communities. 

In the past few weeks, gas 


prices in the lakeside city 
have remained consistently 
five to six cents per litre 
higher than in neighbouring 
municipalities, he told city 
council Monday night. 

The same concern was 
raised by Ward 2 Coun. Yvon 
Doucet during a previous 
council meeting, though little 
discussion was had at the 

see GAS PAINS | page 11 


ALLAN BENNER Staff Photo 

Bill Steele, a Ward 1 Port Colborne councillor, fills his pickup 
truck at the Esso station in Wainfleet, last week, where 
gasoline was three cents less a litre than the price of gas in 
Port Colborne. City council supported a motion he made at a 
council meeting to ask the provincial and federal competition 
bureaus to investigate why gas prices are consistently higher 
in Port Colborne compared to surrounding communities. 
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■ GAS PAINS 


High costs driving councillor out of town to fill up 


FROM PAGE 10 

Steele asked that council 
support a motion, which 
was approved, to approach 
the provincial and federal 
competition bureaus to have 
the matter investigated. 

Though he stressed he's 
not making any accusations 
about what the cause is 
locally, he cited an instance 


in Buffalo recently where 
gas dealers were found by 
the Bureau of Competition 
in the U.S. to be conspiring 
to set prices. 

“I’m not against competi¬ 
tion, but if there’s collusion 
to set prices, that’s illegal.” 

High gas prices are not 
only affecting consumers at 
the pumps, Steele said. 


They put the burden on 
local businesses to raise 
their prices on products due 
to increased costs incurred. 

“This is something that 
affects us every day," he 

“It’s ridiculous that we’re 
being gouged in our com¬ 
munity every day.” 

Steele's remarks prompted 


a cautionary note from Ward 
1 Coun. Dave Elliott. 

“I just don’t want to put 
forth the image that we’re 
targeting managers (of the 
gas stations),” Elliott said. 

“They might be under 
pressure from national 
retailers ... there may be 
other factors at play." 

Responded Steele: “That’s 


why the competition bureau 
is out there. They'll pinpoint 
where it’s coming from.” 

Ward 4 Coun. Ron Bodner 
said he got an “uneasy feel¬ 
ing" when the discussion 
began in council chambers 
about “dictating prices.” 

If residents were that con¬ 
cerned with gas prices, they 
would be making the short 


trip to neighbouring com¬ 
munities instead of staying 
in town to fill up, he said. 

Steele admitted he's 
recently begun avoiding 
the purchase of gas in Port 
Colborne due to the high 

“I hate to say that because 
I like to buy local as often as 
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ROBOTICS: Port High team returns home with Build Award 


LINDSAY COSTELLO InPort News Photo 
Sara Dilts, Mathew Pilon, Riley O'Hara and Zack Furry, members of Port 
Colborne High School's Blue Bots robotics team, took home the Build 
Award and the fourth place spot at the Southern Ontario VEX Robotics 
Championships on Dec. 10. Absent is Kyle Traver. 
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■ WELLNESS CENTRE: Seat sale for arena 



LINDSAY COSTELLO Tribune Photo 
Coun. Bill Steele, chief administrative officer Bob Heil, Tom 
Lannan and Mayor Vance Badawey showcase one of the 
1,000 arena seats that will be personalized as part of the 
latest fundraising campaign in support of the Vale Health 
and Wellness Centre. Names can be engraved on the seats, 
which will be installed in the facility's main arena, for a 
$200 donation. 
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■ MUNICIPAL FINANCE: Council flip-flops on service centre deal at Sugarloaf marina 

Marlon contract buoyed then sunk 


MARYANNE FIRTH of change are sailing into Sugarloaf reviewed by council last week. 

InPort NewsStaff Harbour Marina. During the committee-of-the- 

Bids to operate the marina’s ser- whole portion of the evening, a staff 
PORT COLBORNE — The winds vice centre for the 2012 season were recommendation to award the con- 
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tract to longtime service provider 
Marlon Marine Inc. was approved in 
block without discussion. 

But in a surprising turn of events, 
council later reversed its committee 
decision, awarding the contract to 
Port Colborne Yacht Harbour and 
Marine Ltd. Ward 1 Coun. Bill Steele 
pulled the report regarding the 
marina and requested a recorded 

Opposed to awarding the contract 
to Marlon Marine were Steele, Ward 
2 Couns. Angie Desmarais and Yvon 
Doucet, Ward 3 Coun. Bea Kenny, 
Ward 4 Coun. Barbara Butters and 
Mayor Vance Badawey. 

In favour were Ward 1 Coun. Dave 
Elliott, Ward 3 Coun. Frank Danch 
and Ward 4 Coun. Ron Bodner. 

In defeating the motion, chief 
administrative officer Bob Heil said 
council had three options: accept the 
only other bid (Port Colborne Yacht 
Harbour), direct staff to go back and 
undertake the RFP process again, or 
run the marina in-house using exist¬ 
ing city staff. 

Though operating in-house was 
an option, the city does not have the 
resources or the equipment to prop¬ 
erly continue the work at the marina, 
said Peter Senese, the city’s director of 
community and corporate services. 

With only two bids coming in when 
the RFP was issued not long ago, 
Bodner questioned whether the city 
was “going to waste time and money 
doing it again.” 

Doucet then put forth a motion to 
award the contract to Port Colborne 
Yacht Harbour and Marine. 

A recorded vote was again called. 
In favour was Butters, Desmarais, 
Doucet, Kenny, Steele and Badawey. 


Opposed were Bodner, Danch and 
Elliott 

Marlon Marine co-owner Greg 
Gregovski was at the meeting, but 
left after the decision was passed 
in committee. It was only later that 
he learned the decision had been 
reversed and ratified by council. 

He questioned why council would 
award the contract to a bidder that 
provides less revenue to the city, par¬ 
ticularly at a time when the munici¬ 
pality’s budget is so tight 

During the meeting, Heil indicated 
it is council’s right to choose the bid 
best suited for die city, regardless of 
whether it's the lowest. 

According to the report, the gross 
financial return to the city — based 
on Marlon Marine's bid and historical 
level of activity at the marina—would 
be $31,000. An additional $7,500 
would also be collected as part of lift- 
in and lift-out charges and placed in 
reserves for capital maintenance and 
replacement of the marina’s travel lift. 

Port Colborne Yacht Harbour will 
bring the city $25,400, as well as an 
additional $3,750 from lift-in and-out 
charges. 

The report states that because both 
bidders have an “excellent service 
reputation,” staff believe the only 
consideration separating the two is 
the proposed revenue to the city. 

Next year the city will be looking for 
an operator for the entire Sugarloaf 
Harbour Complex with a start date 
of Jan. 1, 2013, and initial operating 
period of five years. 

Marlon Marine’s current lease 
expires Dec. 31. 

Gregovski said he will be meet¬ 
ing with the city on Friday to discuss 
Monday’s outcome. 


■ PORT COLBORNE CITY HALL: Big bucks on new doorway 

Facelift for‘Mr. Ugly’ 


MARYANNE FIRTH 

InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE - It looks like 
“Mr. Ugly" is getting a facelift. 

But it won’t come cheap. 

Council has approved a second 
design option for foe front entrance 
vestibule at city hall, scrapping an 
original design and its $37,000 price 
tag. 

Although foe original design was 
approved in April, work was halted 
soon after it began due to concerns 
over how foe project looked. About 
$12,000 worth of work was com¬ 
pleted before the project was put 


on hold. 

Changes to the front entrance 
were necessary due to an influx of 
cold air rushing in in cooler months 
and rushing out from foe air-con¬ 
ditioned building in the summer, 
causing energy inefficiency. 

The original design extended 
the front entranceway and added 
a second set of doors to stop the 
unwanted air flow. 

A second design with a $122,000 
price tag was brought to foe table 
by staff during municipal budget 
deliberations on Dec. 5. 

see CITY HALL | page 15 
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Revised estimate on design totals $103,709 


FROM PAGE 14 

Doucet said people in the 
Last week, staff presented community 


„ ' support moving forward 

design Kenny coined the nickname with the original design. 

’ at the last council meeting. 

„ As city hall is a central 

portion of the building part of Port Colborne, he the project. The 
where open columns now said he could not support down includes 

’ '' ' ' “having something . 

that, here.” 


$103,709. The n 
spans two storeys and ui 
glass to enclose the front 


stand. It would be used ir 
part as a bus shelter. 

"That’s still a high price 
to me,” said Ward 1 Coun. 

Dave Elliott, who suggested done properly, 
council stick with the origi- 
nal design. 

Ward 2 Coun. Yvon 
Doucet disagreed. “I’d 
rather wait another year When work began 
until the money is available project, ' ' ’ ' 


"But I don’t want to com- the revised estimate of A recorded vote was Desmarais, Doucet and 

call- pound one mistake with $103,709 presented by staff, requested by Elliott. In Steele. Opposed were Ward 

" ' ’’ another,” he said, unable which was carried after a favour of the revised second 4 Coun. Barbara Butters, 

tie-breaking vote by Mayor option were Badawey, Ward 3 Coun. Frank Danch, 

„ „ Vance Badawey. Bodner, Ward 2 Coun. Angie Elliott and Kenny. 

He suggested council look 
debenturing money for 
~' : break- 

,000 in 

call transit reserve funds for the 
bus shelter, 5 


He encouraged council marked in 2011 for the proj- 
) wait a year to see the job ’ 1 


in April when he voted in for a doorway,” Elliott 
favour of the original design, complained. 

’ ’ ’ "We’re spending taxpayer 

looked very dif- dollars on doors." 
. Ward 1 Coun. Bill Steele 


, the glass now pro¬ 
posed to enclose the front of 
the building was included in 
the original design, Doucet 


money,” he told council. 
“Sometimes when you try to 
save money it comes back to 
bite you. It should’ve been 
done in the first place.” 


put forth a motion to accept 
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■ ECONOMY: $7M in economic activity linked to festival; including $2.1M new to the area 

Multimillion-dollar Canal Days splash 


MARYANNE FIRTH 

InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE — Canal 
Days Marine Heritage Festival 
brought $2.1 million into Port 
Colbome this summer. 

Council was recently pre¬ 
sented with findings of the festi¬ 
val’s economic impact study. 

Through the Ministry of 


Tburism and Culture's Celebrate 
Ontario program, Port Colbome 
received a grant to hire Enigma 
Research Corp. to conduct the 
study during this year’s four-day 

In total, 600 people were 
surveyed and asked a variety of 
questions, including where they 
were visiting from, how much 
they spent, how long they were 


staying in Port Colbome, and 
what attractions drew them to 
the festival. 

It was determined that Canal 
Days brought $2.1 million 
into the local economy based 
on non-local visitor spending, 
Enigma senior partner Michael 
Harker told councillors. 

Local residents, which include 
people visiting from within 40 


kilometres of the lakeside city, 
spent $4.9 million in relation to 
the civic holiday weekend event 

That figure is not included in 
the festival's economic impact, 
however, because it's money that 
would have been spent locally in 
Niagara anyway, Harker said. 

But Port Colbome, he added, 
can say that Canal Days cre¬ 
ated $7 million in “economic 


activity." 

The $2.1 million in new 
spending supports the equiva¬ 
lent of 42 foil-year jobs, Harker 
said. 

While that does not mean 42 
new jobs are created by Canal 
Days, it does mean if the festival 
ceased to exist “the economy 
would not be able to support as 
many jobs as it does now,” he 


Harker has attended and con¬ 
ducted studies on hundreds of 
events across North America. 
He praised Canal Days for its 
unique setting and family atmo¬ 
sphere, deeming it a worthwhile 
event to attend. 

A full version of the report is 
available on The Tribunes web¬ 
site, www.wellandtribune.ca 
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000 ^ 000 ^ 000 ^ 000 ^ 


Christmas and New Years Holiday Deadlines for the 
Sun Media Classified Network 


TRIBUNE 
Publication Date 

Dec 21 
Dec 22 
Dec 23 
Dec 24 
Dec 26 
Dec 27 
Dec 28 
Dec 29 
Dec 30 
Dec 31 
Jan 3 


Word Ad Deadline 

Dec 20 at 1 p.m. 
Dec 21 at 1 p.m. 
Dec 22 at 1 p.m. 
Dec 23 at 1 p.m. 
Dec 23 at 10 a.m. 
Dec 23 at 10 a.m. 
Dec 27 at 1 p.m. 
Dec 28 at 1 p.m. 
Dec 29 at 1 p.m. 
Dec 30 at 10 a.m. 
Dec 30 at 1 p.m. 


Display & Photo Deadline 

Dec 19 at 1 p.m. 

Dec 20 at 1 p.m. 

Dec 21 at 1 p.m. 

Dec 22 at 1 p.m. 

Dec 22 at 1 p.m. 

Dec 22 at 1 p.m. 

Dec 22 at 1 p.m. 

Dec 27 at 1 p.m. 

Dec 28 at 1 p.m. 

Dec 29 at 1 p.m. 

Dec 29 at 1 p.m. 


PELHAM NEWS & INPORT - word and display 
Publication Date Deadline 

Dec 23 Dec 16 at 10 a.m. 

Dec 30 Dec 23 at 10 a.m. 


CELEBRATIONS PAGE 

Publication Date 

Dec 24 Dec 19 at 1 p. 

Dec 31 Dec 27 at 10a 


Tribune Office will be closed December 26,2011 and January 2,2012. 




2!2lHDAy 


Don’t give your ad 

the wrong kind of shelf life, 


Plug into thefower of classified newspaper advertising 


M, 


attracts readers every day, 


Connect with more 
potential customers: 
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■ MMA: Way of life for Port woman 


Elliott at home in caged octagon 


EDDIE CHAU 

InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE — Being 
surrounded by an octagon of 
chain-linked fencing doesn’t 
intimidate Jessica Elliott 

Rather, she feels right 
at home. Spending count¬ 
less hours every day inside 
the eight-sided cage at the 
Dayboll Jiu-Jitsu and Fitness 
Academy, the Port Colbome 
native works to perfect every 
punch, kick and throw. 

Jiu-Jitsu is not just a passion 
for the 26-year-old, it’s a way 
of life. 

“I’m here seven days a 
week," Elliott said. “When 
I signed up for classes, I was 
attracted to the physicality of 
jiu-jitsu. The more I’m here, 
the more I’m disciplined by it 
There's a competitive nature 
in me and I want to explore it 
It’s a discipline that you can’t 
find in a real world.” 

A relative newcomer to the 


martial art, Elliott is still at 
the beginning stages with her 
white belt. She admitted to 
being nervous upon compet¬ 
ing in her first tournaments, 
but the end results of the 
two events resulted in Elliott 
taking home three new pieces 
of hardware. 

Nov. 26 and 27, Elliott 
travelled to Toronto and 
competed in the Ontario 
Provincial Brazilian Jiu- Jitsu 
Championship and placed 
second in two women’s light¬ 
weight categories: Gi and No 
Gi. 

The following weekend 
in Mississauga, Elliott com¬ 
peted in the North American 
Grappling Association Toronto 
Grappling Championship 
where she won gold in the 
Gi White Belt Middleweight 
category. 

“It was nerve-racking,” 
Elliott said. “I had to drop 
weight to enter the competi¬ 
tion and I was against a hand¬ 



ful of people. 

“Everyone was highly com¬ 
petitive. To walk out with 
these three medals was pretty 
exciting. I’m happy with how 
it turned out.” 

Training at the Dayboll 
academy has opened Elliott’s 


world to the possibility of 
training in mixed martial arts, 
the combat sports that incor¬ 
porates grappling and striking 
techniques from a variety of 
disciplines. 

One of Dayboll’s prized 
MMA students is Alexis Davis, 


a fighter currently signed to 
Strikeforce, an American MMA 
and kickboxing organization. 

Elliott looks up to Davis 
as an inspiration and enjoys 
every aspect about the sport. 

“It’s hard to describe what 
it’s like to step into the cage,” 
Elliott said. "There is a cama¬ 
raderie when you’re in there. 

"Even if you’re fighting 
tooth and nail against each 
other, there’s always respect 
between the fighters before 
and after they touch gloves." 

Dave Dayboll, operator and 
instructor at Dayboll Jiu-Jitsu, 
said Elliott has a future in the 
world of MMA. He said plac¬ 
ing first at NAGA cements 
Elliott’s name in the martial 
arts realm. 

“She’s very dedicated and 
trains day and night,” Dayboll 
said. “It’s good for her to reap 
the rewards of her training.” 

“I would love to see her go 
into the amateur division.” 

Dayboll said an amateur 


division allows fighters to 
“try it out” and be competi¬ 
tive while adhering to cer¬ 
tain rules, such as no ground 
striking and no knee or elbow 
strikes to the face. 

"It shows whether or not 
a fighter wants to continue 
doing it,” Dayboll said. "Alexis 
(Davis) never had an amateur 
division when she started. 

“She had to have five fights 
under her belt before she 
turned pro." 

Nowadays, the popularity 
of MMA in Ontario is at an 
all-time high. With the sanc¬ 
tion of MMA fights by the pro¬ 
vincial government last year, 
pay-per-view events such as 
UFC 129 and UFC 140 netted 
record attendance numbers 
(55,724 and 18,303 respec¬ 
tively) in Toronto. 

Dayboll said there’s defi¬ 
nitely a market to host an 
MMA event in Niagara and 
the idea had been discussed 
by potential promoters. 
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GIANT TIGER 

200 FITCH STREET WELLAND 

LAST MINUTE CHRISTMAS, DEALS!! 


—2-DAYS.ONLY!! , ,. 1V 

RIDAY 0£C. 23 BD AND SATUR0W01C.24 

■—-y° P EARLY!!! WHILE QUANTITIES LAST'" 


\\\ rX ORVILLEREDENBACHER’S SMART POP POPCC 

I I A/I IT - WJ • TRANS FA 

1 LIMIT 6— REGULA - 

„ MANUFACTURER’S CLEARANCE! 

^ ulffWAMn THIRSTY BATH TOWEL 


. 0 DOOR CRASHER!!! i 

\\\^ CONNOISS EUR LIQUEUR CHOCOLATES 

ff 


•VODKASHOTS 

• IRISH C- 

GRAND MAI 

REGULAR$1.97 


LECLERC SWEET AND SALTY 
GRANOLA BARS 


• 10 PACK! 
• PEANUT 

:al milk chocolate 
REGULAR $2.40 



% 


% 


|Tv V " 

E ICE CREA^LOG CAKE 

1 21 • MADE IN QUEBEC 1 

_REGULAR $5.77 1 

mm* 

:AM HEATED NHL THROW 

$J3jQi9fJ 

V U • 5 YR MFG. WARRANTYl 


n REGENCY FRUIT CAKE 

11=3 


$ 

Bf 

II LIMIT 3 

n 

ifi 

L_ 

I 


AS SEEN ON T.V.! 

S5M0RE-XPRESS MAKER 


»SPi®JL 

r 3 COMPAR 



FITCH STREET WELLAND STORE ONLY!! 






























